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ABOUT THE COMPOSER

A graduate of the Faculty of Music at the Univer-
sity of Toronto, R. Scott Whittington majored
in clarinet, studying with the virtuoso Joaquim
Valdepenas. His formal studies focused on
arranging, orchestra technique and music peda-
gogy. Scott has been actively engaged in adult and
youth music education for over 30 years, teaching
both instrumental and vocal music. A frequently-
commissioned composer, he has written over 70

compositions, including works in the symphony,
choral, jazz orchestra and popular song genres.
Scott has a particular interest in composing pieces
for developing string players. Equally at home in
the fields of classical music and jazz, Scott is also
an avid piano/vocal interpreter of jazz standards
and French and Italian popular vocal music. He is
a member of the Canadian League of Composers.

PROGRAM NOTES

An optional drum set part is included with this
excursion into the world of jazz and swing. Flatted
thirds and sevenths and swing eighth notes are

critical components of the style. Some chromatic
passages and harmonizations common to the
idiom are found.

PERFORMANCE SUGGESTIONS

Let the piece move along following the running
bass line and teach the drum set player to listen
to this line to help the feel and phrasing. Bowings
have been suggested in many places to help
students acquire the proper feel of the swing

style. Spend ample time on chromatic passages
and chromatic tones. These are not just critical
to the style, they are also danger spots for good
intonation.
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